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Rank Name         Year  Origin of State Name State Motto State Song Capital State Nicknames

                                      Admitted

1. Delaware 1787 In honor of Lord De La Warr Liberty and Independence “Our Delaware” Dover   “First State” 

       “Diamond State” 

2. Pennsylvania 1787 Penn’s Woodland Virtue, Liberty, and Independence “Pennsylvania” Harrisburg        “Keystone State”  

3. New Jersey 1787 From the Latin “Nova Caesarea” Liberty and Prosperity  “Ode to New Jersey” Trenton               “Garden State”

   in honor of Carteret, governor of  

   the British Isle of Jersey 

4. Georgia 1788 In honor of George II of England Wisdom, Justice and Moderation  “Georgia” Atlanta     “Peach State” 

5. Connecticut 1788 From the Indian word “Quinneh- He who transplanted continues “Yankee Doodle” Hartford “Constitution 

   tukqut” meaning “long river  to sustain       State”  

   place”              

6. Massachusetts 1788 “Big hill place” from the Indian  By the sword we seek peace,  “All Hail to Massachusetts” Boston   “Bay State” or  

   “massa” (big),  “wadchu” (hill) but peace only under liberty   “Old Colony State” 

   “et”  (place)       

7. Maryland 1788 In honor of Queen Henrietta Maria With the shield of thy goodwill “Maryland, My Maryland!” Annapolis    “Old Line State” 

   wife of England’s King Charles I thou hast covered us      

8. South Carolina 1788 Named after Charles II of England Prepared in mind and resources “Carolina” Columbia   “Palmetto State” 

9. New Hampshire 1788 Named after England’s County  Live Free or Die “Old New Hampshire” Concord              “Granite State” 

   of Hampshire 

10. Virginia 1788 In honor of the virgin queen,  Thus Always to Tyrants “Carry Me Back to Old  Richmond            “Old Dominion

   Elizabeth of England     Virginny”              State” 

11. New York 1788 Named after England's Duke of     Excelsior “I Love New York” New York          “Empire State” 

   York   

12.  North Carolina 1789 Named after England’s Charles II To Be Rather Than to Seem “The Old North State” Raleigh               “Old North State” 

   (from the Latin “Carolus” for  

   Charles) 

13. Rhode Island 1790 Named after the Greek Island of Hope “Rhode Island It’s for Me” Providence        “Ocean State” or 

   Rhodes (Originally named Red        “Plantation State” 

   Island because of its clay) 

14. Vermont 1791 French, meaning “green Freedom and Unity “Hail, Vermont” Montpelier         “Green Mountain 

   mountain”               State” 

15. Kentucky 1792 From the Indian word “ Kentah- United We Stand, “My Old Kentucky Home” Frankfort    “Bluegrass State” 

   ten” meaning “land of tomorrow” Divided We Fall 

16.      Tennessee            1796 From the Indian word “Tanasi,” Agriculture and Commerce   “My Homeland Tennessee” Nashville             “Volunteer State” 

    a group of Cherokee villages on                                             “Tennessee Waltz”, “Tennessee”  

   the Little Tennessee River  “When It's Iris Time In Tennessee”                

                                                      “My Tennessee”,  “Rocky Top”  

17. Ohio 1803 Indian word for “great river” With God, All Things “Beautiful Ohio” Columbus              “Buckeye State” 

                 Are Possible 



Rank Name         Year  Origin of State Name State Motto State Song Capital State Nicknames

                                      Admitted

18. Louisiana 1812 Named after France’s King Union, Justice, and Confidence “Give Me Louisiana” Baton Rouge      “Pelican State”            

   Louis XIV  “You are My Sunshine”     

19. Indiana  1816 Land of the Indians The Crossroads of America “On the Banks of the  Indianapolis      “Hoosier State”        

       Wabash, Far Away” 

20. Mississippi 1817 From the Indian “misi” (big) and By Valor and Arms “Go, Mississippi” Jackson                 “Magnolia State”

   “sipi” (river).                    

21. Illinois 1818 Combination of French and Indian State Sovereignty,  “Illinois” Springfield        “Prairie State” 

   words meaning “Land of the Illini”    National Union      

   (Land of men, or warriors)                                 

22. Alabama 1819 Indian derivative meaning “I make We Dare Defend Our Rights “Alabama” Montgomery      “Yellowhammer 

   a clearing” or “tribal town”                                          State”                     

23. Maine 1820 From the ancient French province I Guide “State of Maine” Augusta     “Pine Tree State” 

   Mayne                 

24. Missouri 1821 Algonquin Indian word for  Let the welfare of the people “Missouri Waltz” Jefferson City     “Show Me State” 

   “Land of big canoes” be the supreme law                  

25. Arkansas 1836 French prefix added to “Kansas,” The People Rule “Arkansas” Little Rock        “The Natural 

   a Sioux Indian word meaning   “Oh, Arkansas”              State” 

   “South wind people”                                   

26. Michigan 1837 Algonquin Indian word for  If you seek a pleasant “Michigan, My Michigan” Lansing  “Wolverine State” 

   “Great lake” peninsula, look around you                          “Great Lakes State”                

27. Florida 1845 Spanish word for  In God We Trust “Swanee River” Tallahassee    “Sunshine State”           

   “feast of flowers”  (“Old Folks Back Home”)                                  

28. Texas 1845 Indian word meaning “friends” Friendship “Texas, Our Texas” Austin                  “Lone Star State” 

29. Iowa 1846 Indian word for “sleepy people” Our liberties we prize and  “The Song of Iowa” Des Moines         “Hawkeye State”

    our rights we will maintain                  

30. Wisconsin 1850 From the Algonquin Indian word Forward “On Wisconsin” Madison                 “Badger State” 

   wishkonsing” meaning “place of       

   the beaver or muskrat hole”                   

31. California 1850 From a mythical island mentioned I Have Found It “I Love You, California” Sacramento      “The Golden 

   in 1510 Spanish book by Garcia            State” 

   Ordonez de Montalvo                                    

32. Minnesota 1858 From a Dakota-Sioux Indian word The Star of the North “Hail! Minnesota” St. Paul               “North Star State”

   meaning “sky-tinted cloudy water”                                

33. Oregon 1859 From the Indian name “Ourigan” The Union “Oregon, My Oregon” Salem                    “Beaver State” 

   given to the Oregon River                    

34. Kansas 1861 From the Sioux Indian word To the Stars Through Difficulties “Home on the Range” Topeka    “Sunflower State” 

   meaning “South wind people”                     



Rank Name         Year  Origin of State Name State Motto State Song Capital State Nicknames

                                      Admitted

35. West Virginia 1863 Same as for Virginia. “West” was     Mountaineers Are “The West Virginia Hills” Charleston           “Mountain State” 

   applied when these counties refused     Always Freemen      

    to secede during the Civil War                                     

36. Nevada 1864 Spanish word meaning     All For Our Country “Home Means Nevada” Carson City             “Silver State” 

                               “snow-clad”  

37. Nebraska 1867 From the Indian name for Equality Before the Law “Beautiful Nebraska” Lincoln             “Cornhusker State” 

   the Platte River meaning       

   “flat water”                                     

38. Colorado 1876 From the Spanish for “red,” Nothing Without the Deity “Where the Columbines Grow” Denver           “Centennial State” or 

   first applied to Colorado River                       “Wonderful Colorado” 

39. North Dakota 1889 From the Dakota Indian word Liberty and Union, Now and  “North Dakota Hymn” Bismarck       “Peace Garden State”

   meaning “allies” Forever, One and Inseparable                                  

40. South Dakota 1889 Same as for North Dakota Under God the People Rule “Hail! South Dakota” Pierre                “Mount Rushmore  

               State”                 

41. Montana 1889 Latin, meaning “mountainous” Gold and Silver “Montana” Helena                   “Treasure State”              

42. Washington 1889 Named in honor of  By and By “Washington, My Home” Olympia              “Evergreen State” 

   George Washington                                      

43. Idaho 1890 Shoshoni Indian words “ida” It Is Forever “Here We Have Idaho” Boise      “Gem State” 

   (salmon) and “ho” (tribe)                                    

44. Wyoming 1890 From the Lenape Indian place Equal Rights “Wyoming” Cheyenne     “Equity State” 

   name “M’cheuwonink” meaning       

   “great plain.” Named after        

   Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania                                    

45. Utah 1896 Navajo Indian name applied to Industry “Utah, We Love Thee” Salt Lake City       “Beehive State” 

   the Ute tribe meaning “People of  “Utah, This is the Place”     

   the upper lands”                   

46. Oklahoma 1907 From the Choctaw Indian words Labor Conquers All Things “Oklahoma!” Oklahoma City         “Sooner State” 

   meaning “Red people”                                

47. New Mexico 1912 Named after Mexico It Grows As It Goes “O, Fair New Mexico” Santa Fe                      “Land of                      

                Enchantment” 

48. Arizona 1912 From the Indian word “Arizonac” God Enriches “Arizona”  Phoenix            “The Grand Canyon 

   meaning “little spring place”     State” or   “The                    

            Copper State” 

49. Alaska 1959 Variation of an Eskimo word North to the Future “Alaska’s Flag” Juneau      “ The Last Frontier”               

   meaning “great country”         or  “Land of the  

          Midnight Sun” 

50. Hawaii 1959 Possibly from a native word  The life of the land is perpetuated “Hawai’i Pono’i” Honolulu      “Aloha State” 

   meaning “homeland”                        in righteousness thou endure 

     forever!       


