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Special Features of the Star Spangled Flag

Note to teachers:

The Star Spangled Flag has been designed to promote patriotism with a unique presentation of
features. Hanging on the wall of a classroom or office, the flag summarizes how we feel about our country.
In beautiful color, the art includes these special features:

1.  The Pledge of Allegiance surrounds the flag.

2. Words to the “Star Spangled Banner” are embedded in the red and white stripes of the flag:
Music notes on the top stripe get you started singing.

3.  Fifty stars on a blue field show the years, in sequential order, that each state joined the
United States of America. Postal abbreviations are given for each state.

4. Colors of the flag, by Congressional decree:
 Stripes:
-red (hardiness and valor)
-white (purity and innocence)
* Stars: white or gold
* Blue field behind stars: perseverance and justice

5. Purple border signifies bravery. Purple is used for the
Purple Heart; a medal awarded to a member of the armed forces wounded in battle against
the enemy. It was first awarded by George Washington during the Revolutionary War.

The stories and worksheets in this packet are geared to students at a fifth grade reading level. The
pages can be duplicated for classroom use.

Make sure students can see a large classroom flag as they work. You will also want paper, pencils,
and markers on hand to complete the projects.

Extra pictures of Puritans, Pilgrims, life in the Thirteen Colonies, the Revolutionary War, Betsy Ross
making a flag, the Founding Fathers, the War of 1812, Fort McHenry near Baltimore, and flag manners
would be helpful.

Before proceeding with this material, display a large world map and make sure students understand
where England, Holland (Netherlands), Spain, and France are. Show them San Salvador Island (southeast
of Florida) and explain that that is where Columbus first came upon America. Make sure all students can
find the state where they live, and relate its distance and terrain to the states along the Atlantic Coast—the
place where the United States of America was born.



Student Activity Page 1
Name Date

Create a Visual Biography

You live in the greatest country on earth--the United States of America. Our flag is a symbol of our coun-
try. It represents the courage of those who fought and died for our freedoms. It represents the Founding
Fathers--Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, George Washington, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin,
Alexander Hamilton-- and many other great men who wrote our Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution, including its important Bill of Rights.

Choose one of the Founding Fathers to learn about. Read a biography of him. Read about him in an ency-
clopedia. Find out about the person’s wife and children. Did he go to school? Was he a good student?
What problems did he face? What things did he like to do for fun?

Using this page as a guide, make a poster of one of the Founding Fathers. Put his picture in the center box.
Print his name under the picture. Then write different things about the man’s life around the rest of the
poster. Include things from his childhood, his family, and what he did for America.











































Rank Name Year Origin of State Name Stateotto State Song Capital State Nicknames
Admitted
1. Delaware 1787 In honor of Lord De La Warr Lilyeahd Independence “Our Delaware” Dover “FirsttSt
“Diamond State”

2. Pennsylvania 1787 Penn’s Woodland Virtue, Lipaahd Independence “Pennsylvania” Harrisburg “Keystone State”

3. New Jersey 1787 From the Latin “Nova Caesareaiberty and Prosperity “Ode to New Jersey” Trenton “Garden State”
in honor of Carteret, governor of
the British Isle of Jersey

4, Georgia 1788 In honor of George Il of England s#ldim, Justice and Moderation “Georgia” Atlanta “Peach State”

5. Connecticut 1788 From the Indian word “Quinnelde who transplanted continues “Yankee Doodle” Hatf “Constitution
tukqut” meaning “long river to sustain atel’
place”

6. Massachusetts 1788 “Big hill place” from theibmd By the sword we seek peace, “All Hail to Medtausetts” Boston “Bay State” or
“massa” (big), “wadchu” (hill) but peace onlgpder liberty “Old Colony State”
“et” (place)

7. Maryland 1788 In honor of Queen Henrietta Malith the shield of thy goodwill “Maryland, My Marghd!” Annapolis “Old Line State”
wife of England’s King Charles |  thou hast caaus

8. South Carolina 1788 Named after Charles Il ajl&nd Prepared in mind and resources  “Carolina” u@dlia “Palmetto State”

9. New Hampshire 1788 Named after England’s CountyLive Free or Die “Old New Hampshire” Concord “Granite State”
of Hampshire

10. Virginia 1788 In honor of the virgin queen, UuBhAlways to Tyrants “Carry Me Back to Old Richmond “Old Do
Elizabeth of England Virginny” State”

11. New York 1788 Named after England's Duke ofExcelsior “l Love New York” New York “Emie State”
York

12.  North Carolina 1789 Named after England’s &sal To Be Rather Than to Seem “The Old NorthéSta Raleigh “Old North State”
(from the Latin “Carolus” for
Charles)

13.  Rhode Island 1790 Named after the Greek Isténd Hope “Rhode Island It's for Me” Providence “Ocean State” or
Rhodes (Originally named Red “Plantatgiate”
Island because of its clay)

14. Vermont 1791 French, meaning “green Freedon_hmity “Hail, Vermont” Montpelier “Green Mmtain
mountain” State”

15. Kentucky 1792 From the Indian word “ Kentah- itdd We Stand, “My Old Kentucky Home” Frankfort “Bluegrass State”
ten” meaning “land of tomorrow” Divided We Fall

16. Tennessee 1796 From the Indiam “Tanasi,”  Agriculture and Commerce “My Horart Tennessee” Nashville “VolunteetSta
a group of Cherokee villages on “Tennessee Waltz”, tfihessee”
the Little Tennessee River “When It's Iris Timelennessee”

“My Tennessee”, “Rocky Top”
17.  Ohio 1803 Indian word for “great river” With @0All Things “Beautiful Ohio” Columbus “Buckeye State”

Are Possible



Rank Name Year Origin of State Name Stateotto State Song Capital State Nicknames
Admitted

18. Louisiana 1812 Named after France’s King Unlurstice, and Confidence “Give Me Louisiana” BaRwouge “Pelican State”
Louis XIV “You are My Sunshine”

19. Indiana 1816 Land of the Indians The Crossa@dd\merica “On the Banks of the Indianapolis “Hoosier State”

Wabash, Far Away”

20. Mississippi 1817 From the Indian “misi” (big)da By Valor and Arms “Go, Mississippi” Jackson “Magnolia State”
“sipi” (river).

21. lllinois 1818 Combination of French and Indi&tate Sovereignty, “lllinois” Springfield Ptairie State”
words meaning “Land of the lllini”  Nationalnibn
(Land of men, or warriors)

22.  Alabama 1819 Indian derivative meaning “| makie Dare Defend Our Rights “Alabama” Montgomery “Yellowhammer
a clearing” or “tribal town” State”

23. Maine 1820 From the ancient French province uil& “State of Maine” Augusta “Pine Tree State”
Mayne

24.  Missouri 1821 Algonquin Indian word for Lektlvelfare of the people “Missouri Waltz” JefferBity  “Show Me State”
“Land of big canoes” be the supreme law

25.  Arkansas 1836 French prefix added to “Kansa3He People Rule “Arkansas” Little Rock “TRatural
a Sioux Indian word meaning “Oh, Arkansas” State”
“South wind people”

26. Michigan 1837 Algonquin Indian word for If ysgek a pleasant “Michigan, My Michigan” Lansing Wélverine State”
“Great lake” peninsula, look around you “Great Lakes State”

27. Florida 1845 Spanish word for In God We Trust “Swanee River” Tallahassee “Sunshine State”
“feast of flowers” (“Old Folks Back Home")

28. Texas 1845 Indian word meaning “friends” Frigmg “Texas, Our Texas” Austin fleStar State”

29. lowa 1846 Indian word for “sleepy people”  Oibelties we prize and “The Song of lowa” Des Maine  “Hawkeye State”

our rights we will maintain

30. Wisconsin 1850 From the Algonquin Indian wordorard “On Wisconsin” Madison “BamidState”
wishkonsing” meaning “place of
the beaver or muskrat hole”

31. California 1850 From a mythical island mentidnéHave Found It “I Love You, California” Sacranien “The Golden
in 1510 Spanish book by Garcia State”
Ordonez de Montalvo

32. Minnesota 1858 From a Dakota-Sioux Indian wditte Star of the North “Haill Minnesota” St. Paul “North Star State”
meaning “sky-tinted cloudy water”

33.  Oregon 1859 From the Indian name “Ourigan” Uhén “Oregon, My Oregon” Salem “Beaver State”
given to the Oregon River

34. Kansas 1861 From the Sioux Indian word To tlaesSThrough Difficulties “Home on the Range” Topek “Sunflower State”

meaning “South wind people”



Rank Name Year Origin of State Name Stateotto State Song Capital State Nicknames
Admitted
35.  West Virginia 1863 Same as for Virginia. “Wewaids Mountaineers Are “The West Virginia Hills” Charleston “Mountain State”
applied when these counties refused  AlwaggsfRen
to secede during the Civil War
36. Nevada 1864 Spanish word meaning All Far Cauntry “Home Means Nevada” Carson City  “Silver State”
“snow-clad”
37. Nebraska 1867 From the Indian name for EquBlifpre the Law “Beautiful Nebraska” Lincoln “Cornhusker State”
the Platte River meaning
“flat water”
38. Colorado 1876 From the Spanish for “red,” NioghWwithout the Deity “Where the Columbines Grow”  river “Centennial State” or
first applied to Colorado River “Wonderful Colorado”
39. North Dakota 1889 From the Dakota Indian word  ibetty and Union, Now and “North Dakota Hymn” Biarok “Peace Garden State”
meaning “allies” Forever, One and Inseparable
40. South Dakota 1889 Same as for North Dakota 1Gde the People Rule “Hail!' South Dakota” Pierre “Mount Rushmore
State”
41. Montana 1889 Latin, meaning “mountainous” Gatd Silver “Montana” Helena “Tseae State”
42.  Washington 1889 Named in honor of By and By ashngton, My Home” Olympia “Evergrestate”
George Washington
43. Idaho 1890 Shoshoni Indian words “ida” It lgder “Here We Have Idaho” Boise “Gem State”
(salmon) and “ho” (tribe)
44. Wyoming 1890 From the Lenape Indian place ERugihts “Wyoming” Cheyenne “Equity State”
name “M’cheuwonink” meaning
“great plain.” Named after
Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania
45.  Utah 1896 Navajo Indian name applied to Ingustr “Utah, We Love Thee” Salt Lake City “BeebiBtate”
the Ute tribe meaning “People of “Utah, Thishis Place”
the upper lands”
46. Oklahoma 1907 From the Choctaw Indian words ot&wnquers All Things “Oklahoma!” Oklahoma City “Sooner State”
meaning “Red people”
47. New Mexico 1912 Named after Mexico It GrowsIA&oes “O, Fair New Mexico” Santa Fe “Land of
Enchantment”
48.  Arizona 1912 From the Indian word “Arizonac” dB&nriches “Arizona” Phoenix “The Gra@dnyon
meaning “little spring place” State” or K&
Copper State”
49. Alaska 1959 Variation of an Eskimo word Noutthe Future “Alaska’s Flag” Juneau “ The Liagintier”
meaning “great country” or “Land of the
Midnight Sun”
50. Hawaii 1959 Possibly from a native word Thie &if the land is perpetuated “Hawai'i Pono'i” Hdulo “Aloha State”

meaning “homeland”

inhigousness thou endure

forever!



